





Welcome to Cuba! Famous for its breath-
taking coastline, revolutionary iconography
and seductive latin rhythms, this Caribbean
island is also something of a haven for
classic car lovers. Ever since Fidel Castro
banned foreign car imports in the late 50s,
the country has been stuck in a timewarp
and now has over 60,000 classic cars in
daily use across the island.

Bespoke Rallies invite you to bring your own classic on
a unique and exhilarating 18-day journey covering the
width and breadth of this beguiling island. Setting off
from the hustle and bustle of Havana, you’ll soon venture
off the beaten track and experience the sights and sounds
of everyday Cuba in a way no other visitors can.

Our carefully planned route takes in every aspect of
the island’s landscape — from its mountain ranges and
waterfalls, to its lush valleys and white sandy beaches.
Every day will take you back to a bygone era, as you
become immersed in Cuba’s unique history; look out to
sea from the spot where Columbus landed on his first
voyage to the Americas in 1492; visit the tobacco and sugar
plantations across the island that so much of its wealth
was built upon; explore the uniquely preserved colonial
cities, their pastel-coloured buildings and cobbled streets;
and witness the island’s iconic landmarks — the Bay of
Pigs and Guantanamo Bay — that signpost some of recent
history’s most significant events.

Taking in major highways, and lesser known byways, the
Cuba Classic is a driver’s dream: we start our journey on
the Malecon, the famous six lane avenue that runs for more
than 7 km along Havana’s seafront. We’ll scale the heights
of La Farola, the 6 km long elevated viaduct that snakes
its way over the mountain pass en route to Baracoa, and
traverse the 48km causeway that connects the mainland
to the island of Cayo Santa Maria. At the end of each
day’s driving you will recuperate in the finest hotels, with
regular rest days providing a chance to explore on your
own, immerse yourself in the local culture, or just spend
some well-earned time-out sunbathing under palm trees.



Day 1 — Wednesday, 4 January

Day 2 — Thursday 5 January

Day 3 — Friday, 6 January
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DN DATES TO KMS
1 Wednesday Jan 4th Arrive Havana (0]
2 Thursday Jan 5th Havana - collect cars (0]
3 Friday Jan 6th Havana - extra day for cars/ Sightseeing (0]
4 Saturday Jan 7th Maria la Gorda 312
5 Sunday Jan 8th Maria la Gorda/Cabo San Antonio 0
6 Monday Jan 9th San Diego de los Banos 229
7 Tuesday Jan 10th Cienfuegos 417
8 Wednesday Jan 11th Trinidad 120
) Thursday Jan 12th Camaguey 257
10 Friday Jan 13th Santiago 325
11 Saturday Jan 14th Santiago (0]
12 Sunday Jan 15th Baracoa 240
13 Monday Jan 16th Baracoa 0
14 Tuesday Jan 17th Guadalavaca 303
15 Wednesday Jan 18th Cayo Santa Maria 550
16 Thursday Jan 19th Havana 412
17 Friday Jan 20th Havana - Car Paperwork 0
18 Saturday Jan 21st Depart (0]
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Day 4 — Saturday, 7 January

Day 5 — Sunday, 8 January

Day 6 — Monday, 9 January

Day 7 — Tuesday, 10 January

Day 8 — Wednesday, 11 January
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Drive from Trinidad to Camaguey (257kms)

As we head inland, we make our way to the historical city of
Camanguey, located in the central plains of the island. Rebuilt
after a fire in the 17th Century it is a maze of cobbled winding
streets and blind alleys, said to have been purposely designed
to prevent potential invaders moving around inside the city.
Make sure to keep an eye on your roadbook! Overnight in Casa
Particular.
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Camanguey to Santiago de Cuba (325kms)

Leaving Camaguey we head out into the most mountainous region
of the island en route to the bustling sea port of Santiago de Cuba.
Cuba’s second largest city after Havana is a lively metropolis full
of Caribbean spirit and charm and, as the historic centre of Cuba’s
diverse music scene and home of the world-famous Bacardi
brand, it is renowned for its bustling nightlife.

Overnight in the Melia Santiago, Santiago de Cuba.

Santiago de Cuba to Baracoa (240kms)

Heading eastwards we find ourselves high up into the mountains
that separate the rest of Cuba from its most ancient city. Our
route takes us along the most famous mountain pass in Cuba,
the elevated viaduct of La Farola which twists and turns its
way through forests before descending to the remote city at the
easternmost tip of the island. Two nights’ accommodation in
Hotel El Castillo.

Rest day in Baracoa

Baracoa is a city rich with history. This is the spot where
Christopher Columbus first landed in Cuba in 1492 — it soon
gy e ST 2 became the first Spanish settlement on the island and its first

| capital some twenty years later. Explore the historic old town or

M e, venture out into the surrounding countryside where you will find

_ I:--' 5. i #ﬁ_" - Salto Fino, at 305m the highest waterfall in the Caribbean, and El

b = Yunke, the 575-metre-high table mountain. Overnight in Hotel El
o TR A gt Castillo.

Baracoa to Guardalavaca (303kms)
’ " Heading along the coast road to the west, we make our way
to Guardalavaca, a coastal paradise that Columbus himself
described as the most beautiful place he had ever laid eyes
on. Accommodation will be provided in the all-inclusive five
star Paradisus Rio Oro resort overlooking the beach of Playa
- i Y Esmerelda.




Day 14 — Tuesday, 17 January

Day 15 — Wednesday, 18 January

Day 16 — Thursday, 19 January

Day 17 - Friday, 20 January

Day 18 — Saturday, 21 January










INCLUDED IN THE RALLY

» VIP Lounge at arrival

» Accommodation (Hotels/Casa Particulars)
» Breakfast and most evening meals
* Superb driving

» Historic locations

Rally plates

Experienced Rally Organiser
Mechanical Support

Medical support

Local Culture

Special events

Live Cuban music

3rd Party Insurance

Detailed Tulip Roadbook
Photographic record of the event

US CITIZENS

This rally is OFAC compliant and is a People to People event as
we will have local drivers with us for the entire rally. Please see
our website for the relevant information.

ACCOMODATION

We aim to provide the best and most suitable accommodation
across the island, taking into account the need for parking and
ease of access. Breakfast is included for each night and evening
meals are provided on travelling days.

BACK-UP

As usual we will have an experienced mechanic with us and a
medic to keep body, soul and car together.

VEHICLES

Left hand drive cars only. Ideal for classic cars pre-1980.

CLIMATE

Cuba is a tropical Caribbean island but we have chosen a less
humid time of year to travel. Details correct at time of going to
print. Please be aware that route and hotels may vary.
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In 2023 we will celebrate the 75th anniversary of this event with
the second Grand Prix of South America which follows the original
route where possible. Where the roads are new we find the old and

OCT 18 TO NOV 18, 2023 where they have been covered in tarmac we look for dirt.
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